RESOLUTION
ADOPTED JUNE 9, 2010, BY THE
JUDICIAL CONFERENCE
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT

ON
PRO BONO LEGAL SERVICES

BY MEMBERS OF THE BAR OF THE FEDERAL COURTS
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Whereas this Judicial Conference and the Judicial Conference of the District
of Columbia have traditionally and consistently encouraged members of the bar to
provide pro bono legal services to the economically disadvantaged, as reflected in
this Conference’s 1981 Resolution setting a recommended standard for pro bono
service that was updated in 1998; and

Whereas Rule 6.1 of the District of Columbia Rules of Professional Conduct,
including the official comments thereto referencing the 1998 Resolution of this
~Judicial Conference, and Rule 6.1 of the American Bar Association’s Model Rules of
Professional Conduct, both have recognized the professional duty of lawyers to
devote their own time to providing pro bono legal representation for the
disadvantaged; and

Whereas a persistent crisis exists in the delivery of legal services to the
economically disadvantaged, as demonstrated by studies of communities throughout
the United States showing that less than 20 percent of the legal needs of such
persons are being met; and

Whereas the District of Columbia had nearly 20 percent of its population
with incomes below the federal poverty line in 2006 and the highest percentage of
children under 18 living below the poverty level of any state in the country, with
recent reports indicating no decrease in that poverty rate; and

Whereas the inability of economically disadvantaged persons to obtain
counsel impedes access to the federal courts and leads to increases in pro se filings,
with attendant burdens on the courts and on the administration of justice; and

Whereas the number of pro se filings in the United States District Court for
the District of Columbia is substantial, exceeding 850 cases per year in every year
since 2005 and constituting 35 percent of the civil docket filings in 2009; and



Whereas government and private funding for legal services provided in the
District of Columbia, including Legal Service Corporation grants, IOLTA funds,
local appropriations, foundation grants and corporate contributions are necessary
but not sufficient to meet the needs of these programs; and

Whereas a 2008 Report of the District of Columbia Access to Justice
Commission, Justice for All? An Examination of the Civil Legal Needs of the District
of Columbia’s Low-Income Community, recommends that funding for civil legal
services be substantially increased and that use of pro bono lawyers be expanded;
and

Whereas on June 19, 2007, the Chief Judges of the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit and the United States District Court
for the District of Columbia, together with the Chief Judges of the District of
Columbia Court of Appeals and the District of Columbia Superior Court, the
District of Columbia Bar, and the District of Columbia Access to Justice
Commission convened a breakfast meeting of managing partners of the District’s
largest law firms to enlist their firms’ participation in the D.C. Bar Pro Bono
Initiative, in which participating firms agree to devote either 3% or 5% of client
hours to pro bono work and to take on specific new pro bono projects; and

Whereas government attorneys have been encouraged to expand their pro
bono participation through the leadership of the Interagency Pro Bono Working
Group and facilitated by Executive Orders 12988 and 13401 with more than 20
departments and agencies having adopted pro bono policy statements and
established pro bono programs; and

Whereas on June 19, 2009, the Judicial Conference of the District of
Columbia adopted a resolution reaffirming and updating the recommended
standard for pro bono service by lawyers admitted to practice in the District of
Columbia so as to increase the recommended financial contribution to legal services
providers by lawyers for whom personal pro bono representation is not feasible; and

Whereas attorneys who are members of the Judicial Conference of the
District of Columbia Circuit have traditionally been among the leaders of the bar in
supporting the efforts of legal service provider organizations to meet the legal needs
of the economically disadvantaged members of our community who are otherwise
unable to afford legal representation;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Judicial Conference of the
District of Columbia Circuit:

1. Commends the Judges of the federal and local courts in the District of
Columbia for their efforts to promote pro bono work among the private bar and



federal government attorneys to address the need for legal services for the
economically disadvantaged; and

2. Commends the Attorney General of the United States, the
Interagency Pro Bono Working Group led by the Department of Justice, and all of
the many departments and agencies that have issued policies encouraging and
facilitating pro bono service by all attorneys and that are providing such service on
a regular basis; and

3. Reaffirms and updates the recommended standard for pro bono service
adopted by this Conference in 1981 and updated in 1998, so as to now provide as
follows:

Every lawyer admitted to practice in the Federal Courts of the District of
Columbia should each year, at a minimum, undertake to fulfill his or her
responsibility under Rule 6.1 of the District of Columbia Rules of Professional
Conduct, by:

(1)  accepting one court appointment to provide pro bono representation for
an indigent or disadvantaged client; or

(2)  providing 50 hours of pro bono legal service in his or her field of
practice or through other pro bono cases or programs; or

(3)  contributing the lesser of 1% of earned income or $750 to the funding of

one or more legal service provider organizations which serve the economically
disadvantaged members of the District of Columbia community.

ATTEST:
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Elizabeth H. Paret, Secretary
Judicial Conference of the District of Columbia Circuit




