
The primary function of the Circuit Judicial Council is to improve the administration of justice within the
circuit by acting on issues that affect the internal operations of the entire circuit. The Council is
empowered by statute to "...make all necessary and appropriate orders for the effective and
expeditious administration of justice within its circuit" (28 U.S.C. §§ 332 (d)(1)). Within this broad
grant of supervisory power, the Council has two important mandates: formulation of circuit policy and
implementation of policy directives received from the United States Judicial Conference and, in some
instances, the Congress. 

The law provides that councils must consist of the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals and an equal
number of circuit and district court judges. The judges of the circuit in regular active service vote to
determine the size of the council, and councils are free to develop their own procedures and practices
with respect to the selection of Council members. The Chief Judge of the Circuit serves as the presiding
officer of the Council. The D.C. Circuit's Judicial Council consists of 13 members and meets at least
twice each year. Special meetings are held when necessary. 
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